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Panel Fi mds
Flaws in Plan
For Weapon

By WILLIAM J. BROAD

The Bush admlmstr atlon S plan to
develop a nuclear weapon that ‘could
penetrate the éarth and destroy un-
derground eriemy bunkers while
minimizing civilian casualties is
flawed, the National Research Coun-

cil concluded in a report made pubhc 7

yesterday.
- The report said the weapon could
not go deep enough to eliminate fall-
out, as some ddvocates have assert-
ed, and it estimated that the victims
ina nearby city could range from a
few hundred to more than a million,
depending on factors like the weath—
er and population density. ~ :
John F. Ahearne, an expert on nu-
clear arms who headed the 15-mem-
ber comrnittee that wrote the report,
said an earth-penetrating weapon
“could kill a devastatmgly lax ge‘
- number of people.” -
. The report also said that trymg to
reduce fallout and civilian damage
by making a very small weapon was'
impractical because its destructive

' such bunkers

tial enemy
ground- command ,posts
caches. As"a deterrent, the adminis
tration wants ar ms that can th

Cnt1cs contend that m111tary mtel
hgence can never ensure that the

weapons hit the right targets and

that the arms might fail to work.
They also say that the weapon could
create an, illusion of limited conse-

quences that could lead to wide nu-

clear conflict.

The new study was mandated by
Congress in the 2003 Defense Autho-
rization Act in an amendment spon-
sored by Répresentative Tom Allen,
Democrat of Maine, “No one was

willing to talk about the conse-

quences,” Mr. Allen said,

The réport concedes that if a war-
head penetrates 10 or so feet into the
earth before detonating, much of its

- - energy will go into the ground, form-

ing a shock wave thaf can destroy
underground structures.

But it also found that attacking
bunkers at depths of 650 feet would
require a blast of 300 kilotons, or 20
times larger than the bomb that de-
stroyed Hiroshima A target 1,000
feet deep would require a weapon 67
times as large.

The size of the weapons means
they would produce much radioac-
tive fallout and deadly debri is, the re-

“port found




